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APA Style: ELECTRONIC DATABASES 

 
This handout provides information on how to… 
 

 document articles from Begley Library’s electronic databases for an APA style 
reference list.   

 cite sources within your paper (parenthetical citation) according to APA style 
 cite sources on a separate references page according to APA style. 

 
This information is not all-inclusive.   
 
For a complete guide to using APA style, see the Publication Manual of the American 
Psychological Association, 6th edition, available in Begley Library. 

 
 
To reference a work from an electronic database, include the following information: 
 

 Author(s) 
 Year of publication 
 Article title 
 Publication title 
 Volume number 
 Page number(s) 
 Digital Object Identifier (DOI) 

 
 
 
General Format 
 
Rules to follow when constructing your APA reference list: 
 
1. The order in which you put your reference together will vary depending on whether the 

information you’ve accessed over the database was originally published in a journal, 
magazine, newspaper, reference book, or other source.  Ask a Librarian, Learning Center 
staff member, or your instructor if you need assistance deciding what kind of source your 
information is from. 

 
2. When referencing material obtained from an electronic database, follow the format 

appropriate to the work retrieved (i.e., journal, newspaper, etc.). 
 
3. When indicating the author(s) of the article, use the following format: last name, first initial, 

second initial if given.  For example, John P. Smith would be Smith, J. P. 
 
4. When creating a reference list, arrange citations in alphabetical order by author’s last name.  

Works without an author should be in alphabetical order by the first significant word in the 
title.  “The” and “a” are not significant words.  For more information see Section 6.25 of the 
Publication Manual. 

 
5. The formats for one author, two authors, three to six authors and more than six authors 

illustrated in the journal examples below should be followed when referencing articles from 
other sources as well. 

 
6.    Note that words are not capitalized in titles except for the first letter of the first word and the                         

proper nouns. 
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7. Include  the Digital Object Identifier (DOI) if one was assigned by the publisher. The DOI is 

typically added to the first page of the article, near the copyright notice. Add the DOI in this 
format: do1:xx.xxxxxxxx. 

 
8. If no DOI was assigned to the article and you retrieved it online, include the home page URL 

of the journal, newspaper, or magazine in this format: http://xxx.xxxxxxxx If accessed from a 
database, do a quick web search for the periodical’s homepage URL instead of using the 
database URL.  

 
 
Examples: 
 
Journal Article (1 author) with DOI 
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page number. doi: 

xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (1 author) without DOI 
Author, A. A. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page number. 

Retrieved from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (2 authors) with DOI 
Author, A. A. & Author, B.B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page 

number. doi: xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (2 authors) without DOI 
Author, A. A. & Author, B.B. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page 

Retrieved from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (3-6 authors) with DOI 
Author, A. A.,  Author, B. B., Author, C.C, & Author, D. D.(Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, 

volume, page number-page number. doi: xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (3-6 authors) without DOI 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C.C., & Author, D. D. (Year). Title of article. Title of Journal, 

volume, page number-page number. Retrieved from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (more than 6 authors) with DOI 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C.C., Author D. D. Author, E.E., … LastAuthor, Z.Z.  (Year). 

Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page number. doi: xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Journal Article (more than 6 authors) without DOI 
Author, A. A., Author, B. B., Author, C.C., Author D. D. Author, E.E., … LastAuthor, Z.Z,   (Year). 

Title of article. Title of Journal, volume, page number-page number. Retrieved from 
http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 

 
Magazine Article with DOI 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Magazine, Volume, page 

number-page number.  doi: xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Magazine Article without DOI 
Author, A. A., & Author, B. (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Magazine, Volume, page 

number-page number.  Retrieved from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
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Newsletter Article with DOI 
Author, A. A.  Title of article.  Title of Newsletter, volume, page number-page number. doi: 

xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newsletter Article without DOI 
Author, A. A.  Title of article.  Title of Newsletter, volume, page number-page number. Retrieved 

from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newspaper Article (no author) with DOI 
Title of article.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of Newspaper, p. number. doi: xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newspaper Article (no author) without DOI 
Title of article.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of Newspaper, p. number. Retrieved from 

http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newspaper Article with DOI 
Author, A.A.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Newspaper, p. number. doi: 
 xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newspaper Article without DOI 
Author, A.A.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Newspaper, p. number.  Retrieved from 
 http://xxx.xxxxxxx 
 
Newspaper Article (discontinuous pages) with DOI 
Author, A.A.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Newspaper, pp. number, number. doi: 
xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Newspaper Article (discontinuous pages) without DOI 
Author, A.A.  (Year, Month, day).  Title of article.  Title of Newspaper, pp. number, number. 
Retrieved from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Reference Book Article with DOI 
Author, A.  (Year).  Title of article or chapter.  Title of reference book  (Vol. #, pp. #-#). doi: 

xx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
Reference Book Article without DOI 
Author, A.  (Year).  Title of article or chapter.  Title of reference book  (Vol. #, pp. #-#). Retrieved 

from http://xxx.xxxxxxxx. 
 
 
 
 
Specific Examples   
 
• Journal article with DOI 

Powers, M.V. & Workman, P.(2007).  Inhibitors of the heat shock response: Biology and 
pharmacology. FEBS Letters, 581, 3758–3769. doi:10.1016/j.febslet.2007.05.040 

 
• Magazine without DOI 

Quagliata, R.  (2010). Hail hits Montalcino.  Wine Spectator, 5, 13-13, Retrieved from 
http://www.winespectator.com/ 

 
• Newspaper article 
Ejikeme, A. (2010, June 5). The oil spills we don’t hear about. The International Herald Tribune, 
  p. 8. http://global.nytimes.com/?iht 
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Sample References Page  
 
Here is a sample of how your page should be set-up.  
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This guide is based on the publication Manual of the American Psychological Association, 6th edition. 
The 5th edition version was created by Carrie Laier, January 2006 and revised by Mark Lasek, July 2006.  
Updated for the 6th edition by Tom Mangano  and Sarah Russo, September 2010. 


